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EPA to announce standards
for Bay-Delta water quality

By Cocily Burt
STAFEWRITER

It's so easy to- get lost. among the finger-iixe rivers,
sloughs and creeks that feed the Deita. The miles of wa-
terways are a water skier's mecca and a3 fisherman’s
dream. , -

And for years, trouble brewed just beneath the sur-
face as water users, environmentalists- and.state and
federal agencies wrangled over who deserved to-get the
pmdfu water: the dwindling fish nopulations or the
people.

But the Delta’s problems are abaut o take 2 turn for .

the better.

A year after being forced to step In ana protect the
Delta because the state had failed to do o, the US. En-
vironmental Protection Agency today will present long-
awaited water
fish and restore water quality to the entire battered es-
tuary while preserving the rights of water users.” . .

The U.S. Departument of Fish and Game and Nati,
Marine Fisheries Service.are also expected .to define
critical habitat requirements o boost populations of en-

dangered Deita smelt, winter-run chinook salmon and -

Sacramento splittail.
Jump-start Delta

But. perhaps ‘most importantly, for the first time
since 1978, state officials are ready to announce 3
water quality plan that will eventualiy.replace the fed-
eral standards 35 an adequate agenda to. jump-start the
Deita toward the long read to recovery far the next
three years.

quality standards to protect endangered’

“All told, (the plans) should provide 2 compret en-
gf:eh apafemch to ensuring fish habitats fn theugayhmd
are protected while i impacts on water
supplies for agriculture and urhan W2Ler users,”. said
EPA spokesman Bill Glenn. “We tried 1o, look at fhese
all together and integrate the requirements to come up

with 2 plan that meets all the biological needs “of the

Too-thirds of the state’s population and mi
acres of 2 lIand receive all o:npaftnlgfonuszgf
wwermm&ﬂlyao?om the Bay-Deita system_ .
*rater was once home to 120 thriving
&deaofﬁsh. But years of pumping water through'the
and federal water projects to users up and down
Increazed "aleng with. the " staza’s -ever-

The 122k of fresh ‘zta: pourd )
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protect the fish and restore.the once pristine water
supply to its original state.

Users found themsetves orying w comply with federal
stanres, from the Clean Wazer Act 1o the Endangered.
SpecsAct,andthe Ceatral Valley‘Proiect Improve: :
ment Act.

Bu&neeslmdemmmnedaboutmeuncmnw&m-
ure avater gupplies.in case federal agenaes :decided
new fish species were threatened.

Agricultural and urben.water users lined up on one
szdeofﬂ\eim.teandenvmnmmtaﬂsuonﬁuother

" And in the meantime, water was being pumped
thmughthefedenlmdmmmpsarecord

Fedmm ana sore oticals had worked for months
—andﬁniomlyﬁxepastheds—mthurbmwa&et
users and agricultural intérests to meét today’s deadline
foruxxvuhngaumﬂedphnd&gmdtopmma&een-
tire Delts ecosyscem,.norjm one ﬁshormoﬁxe:

“hk;veqﬁnpomnmmhmmefomsgmam
talking with'a unified voice — we might actually have 2
padoge&mtcmybodyacceptswnhomyemofhuga-
tion,” said Barry Nelson, executive director of Save San
Francisco Bay Association

Anda!thoughitmﬁzu:hmofw!mermmnmen-
talists had hoped for, it is 2-start. Ard it demonstrates
an unprecedented show of cooperation between state
andfederda.ge.ndes.

In its draft proposal last year, the EPA had originally
set 1.6 milllan acre-feet as the total amount of fresh
waherthatcomdnohnzerbedmtedfmmnvers
feeding the Delts.

Agriculrural snd urven wxet users: had insisted
throughout they could ;give up no more than 1 million
scre-feet, 2 limit’ environmentalists couldn't live with
ﬁthom@uwmmmmprowdimforﬁsh,wd
Dave Behar, exzoiuvednaorothaymsume. .

Af jlast ‘notice, the two sides had compromised at
1.1 milion acre: eptd:mgdmngh:yeaxs :

“'nuswmbeauniﬁedappmmh—wecmusethe
metmltofwstertoaccomphshanumberofd!ﬂemu
goals,” said T Vendlinski, hfe acientist for the EPA.

Frash water mor
The standards will inctude salinity criteria for Suisun

* Bsy — the nursery of the Bay-Delta and the place where

salt and fresh wazer:mix. It also includes smolt survival
targets in the Sscramento and -San‘Joaquin rivers be-
cause the side effects of pumping cZeate flow reversals
mddngthenshmdthepmm,m&(}m

’nxephn abol.n &hspawningcntexh-’m the
lower . San ﬂmd. criteris fw,mamnmm .the
SniamM;rhm as 2 brackish marsh.

- ““We . want to-decide orice and for all what's needed
forutdangaedortbrenxéuedspedes,utmﬁmm
species that come3’down the oike.” s3id EPA Bay-Delta
expert Patrick Wright
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